
BOTTINEAU COUNTY 
 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 27th, 2020 
1:00 pm 

 

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Chairman Jeff Beyer.  A meeting 

of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the 

Courthouse with the following members present:  Chairman, Jeff Beyer and Lisa Herbel, County 

Auditor were in attendance and Vice-Chairman, Charlie Adams, Commissioners, Dan 

Marquardt, Lance Kjelshus, LeRoy Rude, were on conference call.     

Tanner Hellenbrand, Ritchie Gimbel, Matt Schimetz, Steve Watson, Avis Benning, Tammy 

Knudson, Bobbi Milbrath, Ann Monson, Kristy Titus, and Kelly Jensen were also in attendance 

and practicing social distancing. 

New Business: 

Agenda – Kristy Titus, Emergency Manager, was added to the agenda and a motion was made 

to approve the amended agenda by Marquardt, seconded by Adams.  Motion carried. 

Tanner Hellenbrand, 9-1-1 Coordinator, spoke about Voicemail Pro which would enable the 

capability of employees in the Courthouse building to access the phone system while working 

remotely should this become necessary.  Turtle Mountain Communications gave a quote for the 

cost of implementation of the system at $3157.35, which could possibly be reimbursed by State 

or Federal Emergency Funding.  A motion was made to purchase the Voicemail Pro phone 

system by Adams, seconded by Marquardt.  Motion carried. 

Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the Commission to discuss road restrictions that 

were lifted by the State of North Dakota. Ritchie requested that Bottineau County retain the 

road restrictions that the County has used in the past.  The uniform permit fee structure was 

also discussed as the County Commission does not want to burden the oil companies with high 

fees.  A motion was made to leave the road restrictions and adjust the overload permit fees by 

Kjelshus, seconded by Adams.  Discussion was held and it was suggested that Ritchie approach 

the North Dakota Uniform Permit System regarding the possibility of lowering the permit fees.  

A motion was made to amend the original motion by Adams, seconded by Rude, and requested 

Ritchie contact the North Dakota Load Pass Permit System with a request that the Western 

Dakota Energy Association consider lowering the permit fees.  The amended motion passed.  

After further discussion, the amended main motion passed.  A motion was made to table the 

TRP Bridge project discussion until the April meeting by Adams, seconded by Marquardt.  

Motion carried. 



Kristy Titus, Emergency Manager, gave an update on the COVID-19 pandemic.  Today’s total for 

positive COVID-19 cases is 65 for the State of North Dakota and 14 tests have been done in 

Bottineau County.  Kristy stressed how important social distancing is in preventing any further 

spread.  There are a lot of people in the County who have underlying medical conditions which 

makes them susceptible to the virus.  Kristy suggested that the County employees start doing 

contact journaling.  Kristy has also been doing community outreach.  If there is a COVID-19 case 

in the County, Kristy and Sue Brandvold, Health Nurse, will be contacted and Kristy would 

contact Chairman Beyer and a press release would follow by the Department of Health.  

Chairman Beyer also questioned if Kristy had a contact flow chart available should a positive 

case occur in the County and Kristy will take care of preparing one.  Chief Deputy, Matt 

Schimetz, gave an update on the Willow City bar staying open during the Governor Executive 

Order mandating bars and restaurants close.  The owner has been cited twice, but is choosing 

to stay open.  He will continue to be sited every day he stays open.   

Chairman Beyer also gave an update on what the Economic Development Corporation is doing 

to help the County businesses, such as forgiving interest payments and borrowing money for 

payroll costs.  The Federal Government is also waiving the cost of unemployment charges to the 

businesses.  Chairman Beyer also gave an update on everything that has been worked on to 

keep the County employees safe from the COVID-19 pandemic and what action would be taken 

should a positive case occur in the County. 

Lisa spoke about the Executive Order that was issued by Governor Burgum which strongly 

encouraged all County Commission boards approve and authorize voting by mail ballot and 

waived the requirement under NDCC 16.1-11.1-01 that each county identify one polling located 

to be open on election day to be suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic and a motion was 

made that Bottineau County pass a resolution to follow the Governor’s Executive order and 

eliminate all polling locations for the June 9th, 2020 Primary Election by Marquardt, seconded 

by Kjelshus.  Motion carried.   

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 2:40 pm by 

Adams, seconded by Rude.  Motion carried. 

_______________ 

Jeff Beyer, Chairman 

_______________ 

Lisa Herbel, Auditor 

 


